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How Do We Expand CFM to Other Asian Countries
I. Introduction
The Christian Family Movement (CFM) is one of the pioneer lay apostolate movements (like the Young Christian Workers,Young Christian Students, Catholic Action) that uses the Review of Life in their respective meetings. Developed by Fr. Joseph Cardign (who later became a cardinal) in the early 1900s, the Review of Life better known as the Inquiry Method or Observe-Judge-Act (OJA) has become one of CFM's unique strengths that led CFM units to meaningful actions, advocacies and development of stronger family relationships.
“For Happier Families” had been the first CFM inquiry book in the 1950s. Also referred to as “the little yellow book,” it served as an important inquiry program for the formation of new CFM units all over the USA, and later in other continents.
II. Expansion of CFM in Asia
The Holy Spirit worked in many ways. In some Asian countries, CFM was organized by former Asian students in the USA who had experienced OJA as members of the Young Christian Students or who had been visitors of the Crowleys in Chicago who familiarized them with CFM.
1956 was a significant year for some Asian countries. Pat & Patty Crowley, the acknowledged founder of CFM-USA, travelled to bring CFM to Asia and Europe with copies of “For Happier Families.” Among the cities they visited in Asia were Tokyo, Hongkong, Manila, Saigon, Singapore and Bombay.
Tony & Teresa Nieva were the contact persons of the Crowleys during their five-day visit to the Philippines. They called on the late Cardinal Rufino Santos, Archbishop of Manila, and the late Bishop Vicente Reyes, head of the Catholic Action of the Philippines (now the Council of the Laity) who both gave their blessings to form CFM units.
The Crowleys organized a unit in Saigon, Vietnam, composed of four couples and a priest. A Filipino couple (Max & Precious Soliven) assigned in Vietnam joined this unit in 1959 upon the suggestion of Tony & Teresa. 
Peter Sawada learned about CFM while he was a student in the University of Purdue, Indiana. In 1952, he and his wife, Mary, organized a unit in Tokyo, which Pat & Patty Crowley visited.
Percy & Agnes Silva were both working in the Young Christian Students and Youth Apostolate Movement of Sri Lanka. In 1967 two years after their marriage, they wrote to the Crowleys who responded positively by sending them copies of the yellow book. The Silvas organized a CFM unit in Negombo with the help of Fr. Ernest Poruthota. 
The Crowley's contact person in India was Fr. Dalmeida who visited them while studying at Notre Dame. They met Fr. Angelo Fernandez who helped them organize CFM in Bombay. Fr. Fernandez later became the Archbishop of New Delhi. The CFM leaders were Joe & Margaret D'Silva.
In 1969, the Asian countries where CFM was present became members of the International Confederation of Christian Family Movements (ICCFM). The CFM Asia Continent was organized and the first president-couple was Sito & Sony Sison.
III. Learnings from our Leaders --
1. Our CFM founders in the USA and Asia had set the examples of being good stewards -- sharing their time, talent and treasure to bring the “Good News” to families.
2. To start a new unit, they generously shared the books that other countries translated into their respective languages. Later, these countries published their own inquiry books adapted to their own needs and culture.
3. Contact persons in the country to be visited played an important role in expansion. They were priests and students who were former members of Young Christian Workers and Young Christian Students who wanted to continue their OJA formation as couples.
4. Calling on the proper church authorities for their blessings in forming CFM units in the parishes or diocese resulted in a more harmonious and fruitful clergy-laity relationship. 
5. Church Documents have always been a part of the CFM meeting guidebooks to remain focused on our missionary role as lay evangelizers. (Encyclicals on the Mystical Body of Christ, Exhortations on the Lay Apostolate, Familiaris Consortio, etc..)
IV. Strategies to Expand CFM.
1. Becoming witnesses to God's love. 
We are called to be evangelized and to evangelize -- that God's love be truly felt in us and for CFM to be known as a loving community.
“If you have love for one another, then everyone will know that you are my disciples.” (John 13:35)
2. Developing the Youth
One of the excerpts from the “Lineamenta” for the Special Synod of Bishops for Asia says: “Though ancient, Asia is at the same time a very young continent. Over 60% of its population is made up of young persons. They constitute the hope and future of Asia. . .” They may also be the hope for CFM. It is the young people who suffers most from the pressures and attacks on the family today. Hence, CFM should focus more on the youth.
3. Coordinating with other family life groups and renewal movements.
Today, CFM no longer have the monopoly of family life programs. The 1960s to 1970s saw the rise of other movements involved in family life and advocacies. Let us heed the words of Blessed John Paul II in Familiaris Consortio: “Finally I wish to call on all Christians to collaborate cordially and courageously with all people of goodwill who are serving the family in accordance with their responsibilities.” 
4. Establishing and strengthening relationships with bishops/priests for formation and structure.
There is a need to strengthen this relationship for the continuing spiritual development of CFMers and for them to be of better service to the Local Church.
5. Keeping abreast of Vatican directions and documents.
Christ continues to guide us through the teachings of the Church which He founded. Recently, Pope Benedict XVI declared the Year of Faith starting this October to November of 2013. It is a call to reevangelization. This affirms the need for a closer laity-clergy relationship in our mission in the evangelization of families.
Conclusion
The Holy Spirit led us to Cebu City which the Blessed John Paul II called “the cradle of Christianity in the Philippines” during his visit here in 1981. It is now our duty to carry on the mission of spreading the Word of God.
It is also significant to note that last October 21, 2012, Pope Benedict XVI canonized the second Filipino saint, Pedro Calungsod in Rome. He is considered a model for the youth today.
CFMers are missionaries, too, called to evangelize families. Let us respond to Christ's call to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19) and to “Come, Follow Me.” (Mark 10:21)
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