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I. Introduction
We are glad to hold this 9th Continental Asia Conference of the Christian Family Movement here in Cebu, the cradle of Christianity in Asia. 

We hold this gathering amidst significant events in the universal church: the 50th anniversary of the Vatican II, the 20th year of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the proclamation of the Year of Faith, the World Synod of Bishops on New Evangelization, the canonization of our second Filipino and therefore also Asian saint, San Pedro Calungsod; and the recent happy news, just two nights ago, of  the elevation of the Archbishop of Manila, Luis Antonio Tagle, together with five other prelates (one of whom is from India), to the ranks of cardinals, making Cardinal-Elect Chito Tagle as the 7th Filipino Cardinal and the world’s youngest Cardinal at 55 years old.

It is against the backdrop of these church events that we are invited to reflect together on the topic: “Mission and Tasks of Asian Christian Families in a Globalized Society”.   In our discussion, I want us to follow the discernment process or the see-judge-act method, already very familiar to us in the CFM. The following is the framework of this presentation:

1. SEE

I will share with you actual life-experiences of couples and families facing the challenges of globalization in our society.
2. JUDGE

I will share some reflections on these experiences of couples and families in the light of Church teachings on the mission and tasks of the Christian families, particularly as clearly articulated by Blessed John Paul II in his apostolic exhortation, Familiaris Consortio.  
3. ACT

I will share some concrete responses and suggested actions that both Christian families and the Church in Asia could do to address the challenges posed by globalization.
II. SEE
I am sure you are now aware that aside from the traditional nuclear family that we grew up with, which is composed of husband and wife and their children, there are now some emerging new forms of family that are becoming more frequent, namely:  families of single parents, families of separated parents, families of parents at least one of whom is absent for a prolonged period of time, families of unwed parents, husbands and wives with no children by deliberate planning, and unions of persons of the same sex, even though such unions are still morally, legally, and socially unacceptable.  
Furthermore, because of the multi-religious and multi-cultural context where we now live, there are also great numbers of inter-religious families and inter-cultural families in Asia.

Let me now share with you some stories of couples and families  to help us in our reflection and sharing:
1. Extreme Individualism

One effect of globalization is extreme INDIVIDUALISM; the “I-ME-MINE” attitude.  This also affects DEEP COMMUNICATION.

There is a couple who were married for the past 19 years. Each had his and her own bank account.  Neither knew what the other earned.  Unfortunately, the husband, who had a higher income, was remiss in honoring his word – namely, that he would pay for the monthly electric/water bills, the tuition fees of the kids,  food budget, etc.  When asked to explain, he just remained quiet.  After 19 long years of lack of communication and of individual living, it is now obvious that there is no longer a marriage, IN REALITY.  So, she is asking the courts to order the company where her husband works to automatically deduct 50% of his monthly salary for the support of the needs of the children.  This is the first step towards some kind of legal separation.

2. Digital Relationships
We observe some families whose family members are all together in one room facing each other but no one is communicating with anyone in front or beside him/her. Instead, each is busy intimately sharing with friends miles away. Feelings are freely expressed to virtual friends through Facebook and Twitter unmindful of its consequences, such as misunderstanding/quarrels because of posts in Facebook. For example, Mildred, whose family relocated from the city to the countryside due to her husband’s work assignment,  posted in her Facebook status, “I’m bored! I’m fed up with my life here!”  She was able to express herself better through FB and not directly to her husband. To make matters worse, her in-laws who read her post were offended.
3. Forced Migration

Mylene works in Texas, USA as a teacher.  After paying USD9,000.00 to the agent, she left the Philippines last year leaving her two young children to her husband who had just returned from Saudi Arabia where he worked as an engineer.  He worked there for almost eight years but he got sick.  Hence he came home to recuperate.  In her Facebook account, Mylene consistently expressed how she terribly misses her children (Husbands, take note, only her children!)  but she could not do anything.  Previously, in the Philippines and considering the condition of her sick husband, her salary in a Catholic-run college as a teacher was not enough to support their daily needs.  She and her husband had eventually agreed that she leaves the country so that their two children could continue to attend private elementary schools.  She now tires herself to work each day to distract thoughts of her loved ones and the pain of homesickness.  Thinking probably of asking them to join her next year when she is able is what inspires her whenever she is assaulted by immense homesickness.
4)Infidelity
There is a story of Peter married to Clare.  He was always out because of his business.  After 12 years of marriage, he fell in love with a business associate.  He asked for a divorce.  Clare did not want their son to see them divorce just like that.  So, she asked Peter, “After one month, we will divorce.  During that month, may I ask you to do something every day, one that you did on our wedding day.  Carry me from the front door to our bedroom.  Just that; nothing more; and you leave me alone.”  Peter found this rather corny, but he agreed anyway.  On the first day, it was a chore to do this crazy thing.  Gradually, though, he began to feel the warmth of her body and the clasp of her arm around his neck as he carried her.  He also noticed that she was getting lighter each day.  Well, he thought, perhaps I was also getting stronger with this daily weightlifting practice.  On the last day, with great excitement, their son reminded Peter, “Dad, it is the last day of the month.  Do not forget to carry mom again.”  Something in Peter prompted him to make this really a special day.  So, he went out to buy a bouquet of flowers.  He brought it home, and knocked at the door of his wife’s room, “Honey, I am waiting for you.  Come out to the door way so that I can carry you to our bedroom.”  No response.  Peter opened the door, and there was Clare, dead.  No wonder she was getting lighter each day.  She had been wasting away due to a malignant cancer which she had hidden from her family and from the doctors.  
These experiences of infidelity, extreme individualism, digital/virtual relationships, and forced separation from family because of migration are some examples of the impact of globalization to families.
We all know that a just society depends on the well-being of its basic community, its vital living cell, the family. However, aside from some problematic situations I shared earlier, there are more grave ethical and social problems that afflict many families today in Asia. Our major concerns are:

· families divided and weakened when members are forced to emigrate for work; 

· the plague of divorce and its ill effect on children; 

· the promotion of same sex "marriages", undermining the family based on marriage between a man and a woman; 

· widespread "de facto" unions; 

· an anti-family feminist ideology; 

· drug and alcohol abuse; 

· the spread of AIDS and the resurgence of other diseases;
· other negative effects of globalization, particularly in developing countries.

What is the mission and what are the tasks of Asian Christian families in this globalized world?

Now we shall go to the next part of our discernment process.
III. JUDGE
“Family, Become What You Are!”

These were the words of Blessed John Paul II almost 31 years ago when he wrote his apostolic exhortation, Familiaris Consortio (FC, 17).  This was his battle cry which remains as relevant as ever, 31 years after!

“Family, Become What You Are!”

The plan of God for marriage and family not only shows its identity but its mission as well, that is, to become “an intimate community and school of life and love”.  Its mission is “to guard, reveal and communicate love” (FC, 17).  
“Family, Become What You Are!”

There are four general tasks of the family, namely: 
1. Forming a community of persons. 
The family, which is founded and given life by love, is a community of persons: of husband and wife, of parents and children, of relatives (FC, 18).  Love is the principle and goal of this communion. 

The strength of the family is dependent on the “fundamental communion of husband and wife.” The equal dignity of man and woman and the complete self-giving requires unity  and indissolubility of marriage (cf. FC, 19-20).    
“All members of the family, each according to his or her own gift, have the grace and responsibility of building, day by day, the communion of persons, making the family "a school of deeper humanity": this happens where there is care and love for the little ones, the sick, the aged; where there is mutual service every day; when there is a sharing of goods, of joys and of sorrows"(FC, 21).
2. Serving life 
Families have the task of serving life through: a) procreation or the transmission of life and b) education of their children. Anti-life mentality is a result of God’s absence from people’s hearts.  Human life is always a gift of God’s goodness. 
The family is the first school of following Christ, therefore, the parents’ first right and duty is to educate their children in the essential values of life: justice, love, sexuality and others. 
Married love, aside from begetting and educating children, serves life through adoption, or through reaching out in other ways beyond the family (cf. FC, 28-41).
3. Participating in the development of society 

The family as the first and vital cell of society is a school of formation where the fundamental human values of acceptance, service, and solidarity are learned (FC, 42). 

Conversely, society and the state must respect and foster the family. Yet, there are some fundamental rights of the family, which are often ignored or attacked such as:
· the right to exist and progress as a family, that is to say, the right of every human being, even if he or she is poor, to found a family and to have adequate means to support it;

· the right to the stability of the bond and of the institution of marriage;

· the right to believe in and profess one's faith and to propagate it;

· the right to bring up children in accordance with the family's own traditions and religious and cultural values, with the necessary instruments, means and institutions;

· the right, especially of the poor and the sick, to obtain physical, social, political and economic security;

· the right to housing suitable for living family life in a proper way;

· the right to expression and to representation, either directly or through associations, before the economic, social and cultural public authorities and lower authorities;

· the right to form associations with other families and institutions, in order to fulfill the family's role suitably and expeditiously;

· the right to protect minors by adequate institutions and legislation from harmful drugs, pornography, alcoholism, etc.;

· the right to wholesome recreation of a kind that also fosters family values;

· the right of the elderly to a worthy life and a worthy death;

· the right to emigrate as a family in search of a better life (FC, 46).
The family must therefore participate in society in a social and political manner, through hospitality and political action. Families should be the first to take steps to see that the laws and institutions of the State not only do not offend but support and positively defend the rights and duties of the family (FC, 44).
4. Sharing in the life and mission of the Church. 

The celebration of the sacrament of marriage is the first proclamation of their faith as a couple, which must then be prolonged throughout their married life.  Together with their children, they become an evangelizing community. The family’s evangelizing mission extends to the whole world(cf. FC, 51-54). 
As a community in dialogue with God, the family live out and sustain their faith through the sacraments (especially the Eucharist), through prayer, and through their lives(FC, 55). 
As a community at the service of human person, the family is called to exercise a service of love towards God and towards fellow human beings. From the inner circle of the family, love is to be extended to the whole ecclesial community, and indeed to all human beings (FC 63-64). 
“Family, Become What You Are!”

Finally, we now go the last part of our discernment process.

IV. ACT
The globalized society challenges the Christian families of Asia to become what they are: “an intimate community and a school of life and love”. They are called to fulfill  their  responsibility to society.

1. As a response to these challenges, let me share with you some efforts of couples to strengthen their marriage:
a. Nurturing conjugal love

A priest-friend of mine visited a couple with whom he has developed a very beautiful friendship over the years and one time, after so many years, he asked them, “How did you nurture your love?” Their reply was:  “Well, we decided that, once a month, we would go out just the two of us, to some place that is private.  It is a kind of a monthly honeymoon. When the children were small, we entrusted them to their grandparents on those monthly honeymoon week-ends.  Now that they are big enough to understand, we tell them, ‘We love you so much that we take care of you every day; we are there for you.  On one week-end a month, Mom and Dad would like to be there for each other.’
As what we have learned from our Marriage Encounter Weekend, the best parenting we can give to our children is keeping the love between husband and wife ever fresh and alive, through finding time for each other.
b. Daily Dialogue 

There is a couple who pledged to each other that, every evening, they would bring up something (if there is that something!) that he or she would normally be afraid, embarrassed, or ashamed to share.  One evening, the husband came home and shared how a shapely new secretary in their office really caught his attention and sexy secretary reciprocated the innuendos.  They were both able to laugh at it, and then talked about it after more seriously.  One evening, the wife also shared how her niece was again in need of money, otherwise she would not be able to take the exam.  She knew that they themselves have two children in college.  Again, they were able to laugh at their predicament, and then talked about it more seriously.

From this story, it is clear that the quality of communication is the best indicator of the quality of relationship that exists between the married couple and among family members.

c.  Support System
Miguel and Cynthia had marital problems. When they joined an ME weekend, they  were enlightened of what is God’s plan for them: to understand and accept each other’s weaknesses, to be patient, and to be faithful to their marriage vows. Aside from regular dialogue which they learned from their weekend, they found their consistent participation in their CFM meeting very helpful in both their marriage and family life.
2.  In this globalized society, where two-thirds of humanity suffer poverty,  open and apostolic couples should lead their Christian family to fulfill their responsibility to society.
As asserted by the 4th World Meeting of Families held in Manila in 2003, “The vision of a pro-family society challenges families themselves to take the initiative, to struggle for social policies and legislation that promote and protect the rights of the family, a just distribution of resources and support for the most vulnerable and helpless.”
For example, while it is said that parents have “the first right and duty to educate their children,”  yet in Asia where 85% of the population are poor, we must remind governments to also fulfill their responsibility in providing this basic social service. Aside from this, Christian families must endeavor to help uproot the underlying causes of economic and social underdevelopment such as unequal distribution of resources, elite-dominated politics, graft and corruption,  and others.
Since migration is a phenomenon in a globalized world, the Church recognizes that the families of migrants, especially in the case of manual and farm workers, should be able to find a homeland everywhere in the Church. This is a task stemming from the nature of the Church, as being the sign of unity in diversity. As far as possible these people should be looked after by priests of their own rite, culture and language. 
It is also the Church's task to appeal to the public conscience and to all those in authority in social, economic and political life, in order that workers may find employment in their own regions and homelands, that they may receive just wages, that their families may be reunited as soon as possible, be respected in their cultural identity and treated on an equal footing with others, and that their children may be given the chance to learn a trade and exercise it, as also the chance to own the land needed for working and living.
As a community of persons, Christian families must instill among their members the strong sense of belonging as illustrated by this story: 
An anthropologist proposed a game to children in an African tribe.  He put a basket full of fruits near a tree and told the children that whoever got there first won the sweet fruits.  When he told them to run, they didn't.  Instead they all took each others hands and ran together, then sat together enjoying their treats. When he asked them why they did that, when one could have had all the fruits for himself, they said, ‘UBUNTU'.  How can one of us be happy if all the other ones are sad?’  (‘UBUNTU’ in the Xhosa culture means: ‘I am because we are.')
I’m sure we have similar outlook in our Asian culture.
All of us must defend and safeguard both marriage and the family according to God’s plan, because as Blessed John Paul II said, “The future of humanity always passes through the family “(FC, 86).  
I am grateful for this opportunity to share with you. May the Holy Family of Nazareth join us as we face the challenges of the Reign of God in today’s globalized world.  May our new saint Pedro Calungsod who was a migrant, a missionary and a catechist, help us. 
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