Country Report by cfm/cfsm national president couple

PRESENTED AT THE 9TH CONTINENTAL ASIA CONFERENCE

CEBU, PHILIPPINES 25TH TO 28TH OCTOBER 2012

PRESENTED BY: 
National president couple – Wisit and Orpin Sirithanasart 

Note:  Wisit and Orpin regret that they had to cancel plans to attend the Conference because of the recent demise of Orpin’s mother. They have to be with Orpin’s father who needs their company in his great bereavement.
National chaplain – Rev. Fr. Chalerm Kitmongkhol
PART I – STATISTICS & INFORMATION
1. Membership Status

NATURE 

CFM Thailand has 4 affiliated groups: the CFM, the Family Life Promotion core group, the Marriage Enrichment Seminar graduates who form groups, and the Bishop-mandated Basic Ecclesial Communities (BEC groups) in 4 dioceses which have clusters of Catholic communities. These groups maintain their affiliation with the ICCFM through the bishop and priest in charge of the Family Life Promotion Council of the Bishops’ Conference of Thailand. The number and sizes of the groups vary greatly from year to year, depending on the initiative of the bishops and the parish priests.

2.  Country Organisation/ Structure
1.1. Total Number of Active Members in the Country. 

106  ( Please attach details of all members – viz names, group, diocese)
1.2. Numbers by Types of Members

  Type              
                               
       Number

· Couples / Families



________44_____

· Solo / Single Parent



_________18____

· Sons & Daughters (SADER/Youth)

________N/A_____

1.3. Coverage of CFM/CFSM in the Country

· No. of Diocese in the Country


___10___________

· No. of Diocese with CFM/CFSM groups 
____4__________( Attach list of the diocese)
· No. of chaplains/ priests active in the CFM/ CFSM. ( Attached)
2.  Country Organisation/ Structure
        2.1    Details of the Executive Committee members

	EXEC. COMMITTEE DESIGNATION
	NAME
	FULL POSTAL ADDRESS
	EMAIL
	TELEPHONE
	TERM OF OFFICE (Dates from/ to)

	Family Life Bishop
	Bishop Silvio Siripong Charatsri
	Chanthaburi Diocesan Center 

21/3, M.1, Tambol Surasach Sriracha

Chonburi 20110


	siripong@asia.com

	6681-378-1091
	

	Family Life Chaplain
	Rev. Fr. Chalerm Kitmongkhol


	Chanthaburi Diocesan Center 

21/3, M.1, Tambol Surasach Sriracha

Chonburi 20110


	family_catholic@yahoo.co.th

	6681-991- 5812


	

	CFM/BEC/ME Thailand President Couple
	Wisit and Orpin Sirithanasart


	80/1519 Soi 45, Moo Ban Thipawan

Theparat Road

Samut Prakarn 10270


	w.sirithanasart@hotmail.co.th
	6684-657-5535 


	

	CFM/CFSM

Coordinator
	Nop and Elma Muangkroot
	103/37 Nukultorn

Ngamvongwan Road

Bangkok 10210
	egmuangkroot@gmail.com
	6681-751-8238
	


         2.2 WEBSITE ADDRESS (If any)

3.  Linkage with the Church and other Organizations

How is the CFM/CFSM linked at the national and local church levels and with other family organizations?

The same people work for most Catholic family programs in Thailand and in Asia—Basic Ecclesial Communities, Family Life Promotion Seminars, Southeast Asian Family Symposium, Catholic Council of Thailand for Family Life. The ecclesiastical leaders who work with the CFM also work with the Couples for Christ (CFC), but CFC has different leaders from CFM/BEC/ME. 

3.1  Episcopal Commissions (National)  - Kindly provide names, designations/ titles and addresses for 



     communication
Bishops’ Conference of Thailand

Council for Family Life Promotion

Bishop Silvio Siripong Charatsri

122/11 Soi Naksuwan, Nonsi Road

Yannawa, Bangkok 10120, Thailand 

cbct_th@hotmail.com
3.2  Diocese/Parish (Local Church) 
        The same priests working in the diocesan level are the ones working on the parish level as they work with the same few people engaged in personal evangelization and apostolic action to enrich family life. 

3.3  Other Family Organization or Movements – Kindly provide details such as Name of the Orgn./                Movement, No. of Diocese, membership, activities of the other family movements.
· Couples for Christ – no data

· Southeast Asia Family Symposium – focus on family and individual counseling – number of members variable depending on who are available among the family workers to work on this project

· Family Life Promotion Seminar (Thai ME) – there is one core group in all the ten dioceses in Thailand but only 4 are in contact with the CFM and they are the same members in the attached list

· Basic Ecclesial Communities – The priests in the attached list continue the evangelization of the Catholic Thai ME graduates and form BEC groups
· Family Planning – same members
· Family Counseling – same members
4.   Programs

Briefly describe the activities of CFM/CFSM in your country on the following:

4.1    Formation Program for Members – At National Level, Diocese level, group level
· Formation program through unit meetings - each of the groups has unit meetings, some regular and some irregular, mostly once a month or once in two months

· There is no direct national level CFM formation program for members as the CFM/BEC groups continue to struggle just to meet monthly after completing the Family Life Promotion Seminar (Thai ME). The BEC meetings have a few permanent core members (same old people) and other new members who come and go. Attendance strongly depends on the priest’s personal determination to hold the BEC meetings, reminding the members individually. Thus CFM-BEC groups crop up in different dioceses and die a natural death when the persistent parish priest moves to a different parish or diocese, where new groups emerge again under the persistent priest’s leadership.
4.2    Social Actions (Outreach) – Exclusively by CFM, & in collaboration with the church/ other family Movement/ social organization.

· Spiritual and corporal works of mercy when there are special Church celebrations and when the need arises

· No permanent social actions exclusively by CFM, but CFM members in different capacities and affiliated with other groups organize the usual social action services driven by emergency, natural disasters, seasonal celebrations, personal occasions, etc. Thai people are very generous and they readily donate and volunteer to help when the need arises. 
4.3    Membership Expansion – diocese level & National level
Workers involved in Family Life Promotion Program of  the Bishops’ Conference of Thailand, along with the persistent priests, promote the ME, the BEC, which is also the CFM.  It is a continuing ideal but there is no definite program. Expansion is driven by priestly leadership or immediate need, such a preparing for an international conference when members cooperate to help.

PART II – OBSERVE – JUDGE - ACT
1. Most notable country achievements in 2009 – 2012

· Networking with other family-oriented organizations: The same Thailand CFM/BEC/ME group members provided organizational support and participated in the GLOBAL CONFERENCE IN DEFENSE OF THE FAMILY, CHILDREN AND CULTURE, in Bangkok June 16-20, 2011 organized by the Service and Research Institute on Family and Children and THE FAMILY LIFE SYMPOSIUM FOR BISHOPS, PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS AND LAY COLLABORATORS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA CONFERENCE ON “KEEPING FAITH—ISSUES IN MIDDLE ADULTHOOD” on May 24-27, 2012 in Chiangmai, Thailand.
· Continued growth and effectiveness of the Family Life Promotion Seminar (Thai version of the Marriage Encounter) – This program continues to be popular, even among purely Buddhist couples, especially those whose marriages are threatened. 

· Steady growth of BEC – More parish priests are trying to hold regular BEC meetings because there is a stronger mandate from the Bishops’ Conference of Thailand.
2.  List of Actions to implement/ promote the 2009, 8th Continental Asia Conference Resolutions (as applicable to your country) – In the family, in the church and in society.
NOW THEREFORE, in accord with the admonition of Jesus Christ “to love one another” and in the spirit of solidarity with all families of good will, the delegate to this conference hereby – 

The same members help and support each other in their different work.

Resolve, that we shall proclaim God’s Love within our own families by consciously living out our Christian beliefs and values, and witnessing them to other families and circle of friends; 

The work is continuous as the same people work on almost all family projects and conferences together.

Resolve further, that our movements (CFM and CFSM) shall organize programs that will develop our member’s listening and interpersonal communication skills and cultivate gospel values that will enable them to assist other families facing difficulties e.g., by way of counseling;

The work is continuous as the same people work on almost all family projects and conferences together.

Resolve further, that our movements shall assist in efforts to put up Pastoral Centers for Migrants in the Sending Churches and Receiving Churches that will meet the needs of overseas workers and the families they leave behind; 

Not applicable in our situation and degree of CFM development.

Resolve finally, that our movement shall work with other family-oriented organizations in Asia providing services to overseas workers and their families.

2. List of Actions to implement/ promote the 2010, XIth World Assembly  Resolutions (as applicable to your country) – In the family, in the church and in society.

· promoting pro-life programs
· health care
· education
· promoting national responsibility
·  protecting the environment
4. Concrete “2012 – 2015 - Plan of Action” for the enrichment/ growth of present members and expansion of the CFM evangelization mission in your country
 (to be organized and prioritized)
· continue to work together especially in supporting family promotion meetings that stimulate action in a generally passive attitude of members.
· establishment Counseling Center to provide services to youth and family 
· establish more BEC groups
· work more with the BEC as it is strongly mandated by the Federation of Asian Bishops Conference

· adapt existing CFM handbooks to the Thai situation and translating them into Thai for use in BEC meetings

· increase interfaith dialog with Buddhists as a form of family evangelization

· work more actively with other religious and civic family organizations in Thailand because we have a lot to share

