Country Report by cfm/cfsm national president couple

PRESENTED AT THE 9TH CONTINENTAL ASIA CONFERENCE

CEBU, PHILIPPINES 25TH TO 28TH OCTOBER 2012

PRESENTED BY: (National president couple – name)


    (National chaplain – name)

PART I – STATISTICS & INFORMATION
1. Membership Status

1.1. Total Number of Active Members in the Country. 

________80 families___  ( Please attach details of all members – viz names, group, diocese)
1.2. Numbers by Types of Members

  Type              
                               
       Number

· Couples / Families



____80 subscribing families_

· Solo / Single Parent



__Unable to declare__

· Sons & Daughters (SADER/Youth)

___Approx 100___

1.3. Coverage of CFM/CFSM in the Country

· No. of Diocese in the Country


___1______

· No. of Diocese with CFM/CFSM groups 
___1______  ( Attach list of the diocese)
· No. of chaplains/ priests active in the CFM/ CFSM. ( Please attach a list with names, addresses)
1. Fr Andre Christophe,
	143, Victoria Street, 
Church of St. Joseph
	Singapore 188020
	submission@cfsm.org.sg


2.  Country Organisation/ Structure
        2.1    Details of the Executive Committee members

	EXEC. COMMITTEE DESIGNATION
	NAME
	FULL POSTAL ADDRESS
	Singapore Post Code
	EMAIL
	TELEPHONE
	TERM OF OFFICE (Dates from/ to)

	President
	Sng Chwee Choon Donald
	Blk 247 Kim Keat Link #06-41.
	310247
	donaldsng@hotmail.com
	62981969
	1 year from March 2012 to Mar 2013

	Treasurer
	Wong Freddy
	201F, Ponggol 17th Ave.
	829655
	gerrygen@singnet.com.sg
	62885258
	

	Publication Secretary
	Tan Teow Chee Mark
	51, Sunrise Ave, #04-03,
	806745
	marktctan@hotmail.com
	64974321
	

	Secretary
	Andrew Leong Wai Chong
	42 Jalan Limau Manis
	468370
	andrew_leong@ssc.gov.sg
	66331442
	

	Committee Member
	Francis Tamel Mane
	764 Jurong West St 74, #02-17
	640764
	francismane@hotmail.com
	67926701
	

	Committee Member
	Sim Boon Siong Adrian
	317 Serangoon Avenue 2
	550317
	wizardoz@pacific.net.sg
	62835492
	

	Committee Member
	Vincent Lawrence
	7, Ontario Ave, #03-10
	576196
	
	64510418
	

	Committee Member
	Lim Geok Ang
	2A Cambridge Road, #02-03
	219679
	camels@singnet.com.sg
	 
	

	Committee Member
	Basil Camoens
	2, Everton Park, #05-47
	081002
	camoensbasil_leo@hotmail.com
	62247864
	


         2.2 WEBSITE ADDRESS (If any)
3.  Linkage with the Church and other Organizations
How is the CFM/CFSM linked at the national and local church levels and with other family organizations?

3.1  Episcopal Commissions (National)  - Kindly provide names, designations/ titles and addresses for 

 communication

Not Applicable.

3.2  Diocese/Parish (Local Church) 

Not Applicable.

3.3  Other Family Organization or Movements – Kindly provide details such as Name of the Orgn./                 
Movement, No. of Diocese, membership, activities of the other family movements.

The CFSM and these other family organizations are independent, there is no formal structure of link.

	Mr and Mrs Patrick Thong
	Couples For Christ, No. 2 Highland Road, #03-06, CAEC, Singapore 549102
	cfcsingapore@singnet.com.sg 9673 8761

	Sebastian and Aileen Chow
	Marriage Preparatory Course (MPC) 

15 Lorong 1, Realty Park, Singapore 536938
	MPCSingapore@gmail.com 6345 3515

	Patrick & Rachel Tee

	Marriage ENcounter
The Marriage Encounter House 201-B Punggol 17th Avenue 
	teelighthouse@gmail.com
 Tel: 6288 9319 / 9177 8200 (R)

	Dr and Mrs John Lim

	Family Life Society

Catholic Archdiocesan Education Centre 

No.2 Highland Road #LG-01 , Singapore 549102
	fls@familylife.sg
6488 0278


4.   Programs

Briefly describe the activities of CFM/CFSM in your country on the following:

4.1    Formation Program for Members – At National Level, Diocese level, group level
The Neighbourhood Parish Group Gatherings

The Neighbourhood Parish Group gatherings remain the basis for the Movement’s faith formation. Families gather to reflect on the issues of life as a Christian adult and parent in Singapore prompted by the CFSM Social Enquiry booklet. In addition, some CFSM groups use the Archdiocese Lent and Advent Booklets for weekly reflections.
These fellowship sessions enable families (parents & children) to grow closer as Catholic communities at both social and spiritual levels.
The National Level, (Diocese level) Formation Sessions
Complementing the monthly neighbourhood group meetings, the Singapore CFSM organize several national sessions annually where all members come together for faith formation, parenting skill developments and discussions of social issues.  In 2011, there were 5 such sessions.  Please see Appendix for detailed description.
4.2    Social Actions (Outreach) – Exclusively by CFM, & in collaboration with the church/ other family 




     Movement/social organization.


Nil

4.3    Membership Expansion – diocese level & National level
Some of the National Level formation session is opened to Catholics in general and effort is made to promote the CFSM to them.
PART II – OBSERVE – JUDGE - ACT
1.   Most notable country achievements in 2009 – 2012


(Top three in detail – others in brief) 

2.  List of Actions to implement/ promote the 2009, 8th Continental Asia Conference Resolutions (as applicable to your country) – In the family, in the church and in society.
NOW THEREFORE, in accord with the admonition of Jesus Christ “to love one another” and in the spirit of solidarity with all families of good will, the delegate to this conference hereby – 
Resolve, that we shall proclaim God’s Love within our own families by consciously living out our Christian beliefs and values, and witnessing them to other families and circle of friends; 

Resolve further, that our movements (CFM and CFSM) shall organize programs that will develop our member’s listening and interpersonal communication skills and cultivate gospel values that will enable them to assist other families facing difficulties e.g., by way of counseling;

Resolve further, that our movements shall assist in efforts to put up Pastoral Centers for Migrants in the Sending Churches and Receiving Churches that will meet the needs of overseas workers and the families they leave behind; 

Resolve finally, that our movement shall work with other family-oriented organizations in Asia providing services to overseas workers and their families.
The CFSM in Singapore has…

By facilitating the neighbourhood group meetings, consciously help the families to live out our Christian beliefs and values, and witness them to other families and circle of friends in the neighbourhood. 
By organizing our national faith formation sessions, developed our member’s listening and interpersonal communication skills and cultivate gospel values that will enable them to assist other families facing difficulties
By organizing the migrant workers’ faith formation session on Feast of St Joseph the Worker, attempted to assist (in its limited capacity) to meet the needs of overseas workers.  Whilst it may not directly meet the needs of the families they leave behind, it is intended that such faith formation session would help the worker develop as a more wholesome person and thus benefit their family. 

3.  List of Actions to implement/ promote the 2010, XIth World Assembly Resolutions (as applicable to your country) – In the family, in the church and in society.
Nil
4. Concrete “2012 – 2015 - Plan of Action” for the enrichment/ growth of present members and expansion of the CFM evangelization mission in your country 

The CFSM will continue its mission of faith formation for the families who wish to enroll in its programme as we always had, there is no special 2012-2015 plan of action.

1. Feast of St Joseph The Worker (2nd May): “The Challenges of local & Migrant Workers in Singapore”
The session was attended by 44 participants, including Fr Augustine Joseph and our Spiritual Director, Fr Christophe. About half of the participants were CFSM members.  Participants discussed their work and family issues and aspirations. Participants explored various ideas of helping the migrant workers, including ideas such as integration activities with locals in the parishes, introduction to ROL (Review of Life) and Gospel sharing.

This was followed by another workers’ session in August where the workers gather to discuss about “Time and Money Management”.
In the course of the session, participants were encouraged to continue their faith formation using Caritas’ book Salt of the Earth, Salt and Light and Salt and Pepper
2. Parenting Skill cum Faith Formation Session I: Today's World Demands versus God's Design (22nd  May)
Attended by 30 members, the speaker for the session, Mr Byran Shen integrated used issues faced by Catholic in our daily lives with the Church’s teachings, sociology and psychology.  Using examples from his experience as a counsellor and lay-missionary, he pointed out the struggles faced by parents may be a deeper psychological issues. It is obvious that in our call to be Christian, life would be challenging but it would be an act of Faith to live our lives as Christians.
3. Group Outing a.k.a The CFSM Experience (17th to 22ndJune): Our Responsibility to Nature
9 families consisting 25 adults & children went for the 6 days and 5 nights trip to Malacca. The families had 2 formation sessions and visited numerous places. 

The trip brought about greater awareness of the Principle of the Dignity of Creation and the Principle of the Common Good. Members enjoyed the various programmes and activities including visits to the Bukit Cina Cementary, Recreational Forest, Community of the Congregation of the Disciples of The Lord (CDD farm) and visited 3 churches in Malacca.  Members were also given very detailed account of Malacca and the Catholic community there by a local curator. 

4. Parenting Skill cum Faith Formation Session II: Growing with Your Teens in Today’s Challenging World (13th November)
Attended by 43 adults, 4 teenagers and 7 children, the session had an experienced family therapist, Bro Collin Wee to address participants on the issues teenagers face growing up in the world today and their conflict with the traditional family mode of communications / interactions.  He further outlined areas of dos and don’ts to parents so as to enable improve family relations.  However he advocates that parents must not abdicate their parental role in guiding, disciplining and teaching their children. In line with the movement’s mission of promoting Christian family values, for the first time, such a session was opened to non-CFSM Catholics, and it was well-received by all. 
5. Youth Retreat  (26th-27th November)
22 youth attended the overnight retreat held at the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary at Holland Road. The youngest participant was 10 years old, whilst the oldest was 20 years old. Using music, pop-culture text and other analysis that the teenagers can relate,  the trainer, Bryan Shen brought the youth through on “how to grow to maturity”, awareness of the spirits, know your soul, heaven and be aware of one’s spiritual mission.  Fr Christophe celebrated Mass for the youth. 
Parents were briefed on the afternoon of the 2nd day. Mr Bryan Shen gave an account of what he has gone through and gave tips to parents on how to remind the children of the learning. The parents had requested for a similar retreat for the parents/family.
